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Management Forum bio-safety  
and bio-security conference 
John Neiger

“Global outbreaks of infectious 

disease present a growing 

concern internationally and 

approximately 75% of 

emerging diseases are zoonotic 

(transferrable from animals to 

man and vice-versa).” 
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Laboratory bio-safety describes the 

containment principles, technologies and 

practices that are implemented to prevent 

the unintended exposure to pathogens and 

toxins, or their unintended release.

Laboratory bio-security describes the 

protection, control and accountability for 

valuable biological materials in order to 

prevent their unauthorised access, loss, theft, 

misuse, diversion or intentional release.

“People are the hardest 

element to control. Heather 

encouraged a combination of 

support, understanding and 

engagement, and ethos, as 

well as ‘design to encourage 

safe behaviour’.”
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“He [Anton] gave several 

memorable examples of 

projects going wrong. A 

common thread was that the 

right people, namely the 

biological safety officer (and 

the end user) were not 

involved at the right time.”


